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Incident: False Police Report — Sexual Assault

Abbotsford — August 12, 2009.

On July 29, 2009 a 22 year old woman called 911 and reported to the Abbotsford Police
Department that she was the victim of a sexual assault. She alleged that an unknown man
forced his way into her apartment, attacked and sexually assaulted her. The Abbotsford Police
Department deployed numerous resources from the Patrol Division and K9 Unit to conduct an
initial area search and Major Crime detectives and the Forensic Identification Unit members were
also called out to continue the investigation.

Based on the information provided by the woman, a News Release was issued containing a
suspect description and a reminder to Abbotsford residents to ensure their personal safety
through securing doors and windows. After the News Release the Abbotsford Police department
received several calls and emails from the general public expressing concern for their safety as a
result of learning that a “balcony rapist” was potentially at large.

Major Crime detectives continued to investigate the incident in the days that followed, but parts
of the woman’s story caused concern and ultimately skepticism. In a follow up interview the
woman was confronted by some of the evidence gathered by investigators. She then admitted
that the incident was fabricated. She told police that she had not been the victim of a stranger
attack sexual assault and that the suspect description and event was entirely made up. Because
the reported incident created fear in the public and a large investment of police resources was
mobilized to investigate the bogus event, the Abbotsford Police Department have charged the
woman, Tammi Zall, with Public Mischief in relation to filing a false report with police.
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